Elderly hospice patients' perspective on pain management.
The literature reports that 70% of cancer patients with advanced disease experience pain. Even with increased emphasis on research and education, problems with effective pain management are still evident. Hospice patients' knowledge and attitudes about pain may contribute to this complex problem. To gain an understanding of hospice patients' perspective on the management of pain, 57 hospice patients were asked to describe their knowledge of pain management and their attitudes toward controlling pain. Results showed non-facilitative attitudes and gaps in knowledge that may contribute to ineffective pain management among hospice patients.